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Daily Selection #3 
To sum up Plato's allegory of the cave in five points: 

1. Plato uses a parable of five men chained in a cave to explain how people see the world as 
they know it. 

2. He explains that the prisoners in the cave become used to the sights there, especially the 
shadows on the wall. These shadows on the wall become the reality of the prisoners in 
the cave. 

3. He explains what would happen to the point of view of a man who suddenly leaves the 
cave. This man is forced outside into the brightness, and he has a difficult time looking at 
the objects of the real world — objects that he has not seen before, since he's only seen 
their shadows in the cave. 

4. Since the reality of this man consisted of shadows on the wall, coming to terms with the 
fact that real objects made these shadows would be very difficult for him. Later, he must 
return to the cave to explain what he saw to the prisoners, who laugh at him and don't 
believe him. 

5. Plato explains that the cave prison is how people view the world as they know it, and the 
outside world is the realm of knowledge. 


